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DOD tests dependent
space-available in the U.S.

Nominations sought for awards
honoring military, civilian women

The assistant deputy under
secretary of defense (transpor-
tation policy) has approved a
one-year test to evaluate the
expansion of space-available
privileges for dependents trav-
eling within the Continental
United States.

The test will allow depen-
dents of active duty and retired
uniformed services members
to travel within the CONUS
when accompanied by their
sponsors.  The test is sched-
uled to begin April 1 and will
end a year later.

Dependents will assume
the same category of travel as
their sponsor.

Space-available sign up for
this program will be effective

April 1.  Retired members may
sign up 60 days in advance but
no earlier than April 1.

Active duty uniformed ser-
vices members must be in a
leave or pass status to register
for space-available travel, re-
main in a leave or pass status
while awaiting travel, and be
in a leave or pass status the
entire period of travel

For more on space-avail-
able travel and sign-up pro-
cedures go to the Air Mobili-
ty Command Web site
amcpublic.scott.af.mil/Spa-
cea/spacea.htm or contact
Kirtland AFB, Passenger Ter-
minal, 846-7000 and flight in-
formation recording, 846-
6184.

Kirtland AFB seeking quality
of life improvement ideas

Do you have an idea to improve the quality of life on Kirtland AFB?
Kirtland AFB is asking for proposals to enhance quality of life for TEAM

KIRTLAND members.
Anyone associated with Kirtland AFB may submit a proposal. The

proposed programs or projects will be evaluated by a committee against
the following criteria.

 Affects a significant proportion of the base population
 Promotes the concept of family defined as follows–a group of peo-

ple working toward a common goal, with mutual regard and concern for
one another.  This includes all ranks, married or single, civilian employ-
ees of any grade, members of their immediate families, along with our
contract workers and their families.

 Exhibits a high level of visibility
 Kirtland AFB has exhibited a level of commitment towards comple-

tion of the project or program
 Affects Quality of Life

Proposals must be submitted on the Quality of Life Proposal Form,
which may be picked up and returned to the Family Support Center in
Building 20245, the Consolidated Support building.

The submission deadline is March 14.
Call Teresa Reinhard at 846-0741 for more information.

Military women tribute set for March 7;
guest speaker former commander

Nominations are being accept-
ed for the Major T.H. Baca and Ca-
thay Williams awards.

Winners will be announced at
the 18th annual “Tribute to Wom-
en in the Military,” March 7 at the
Mountain View Club.

The Major T.H. Baca Award is
for active duty and honorably dis-
charged or retired women in the
Reserve and Guard.

The Cathay Williams Award is
for civilian women who have been
or are employed, retired or otherwise
affiliated with the military or DOD.

Both awards recognize those
who have been instrumental in ad-
vancing opportunities for women,
serving as a role model for women
or who have contributed to im-
provements in the community,
state or country.

Nominations are due today to
Juanita Sanchez, Sandia National
Lab, P.O. Box 5800-0129, Albuquer-
que, NM 87185, or e-mailed to her
at jmsanch@sandia.gov.

For information on nomina-
tions and format, call Sanchez at
844-1307.

The Tribute to Military Wom-
en is March 7, 7 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at
the Mountain View Club. The trib-
ute includes speakers, workshops
and exhibits.

Featured speaker is Col. Polly
A. Peyer, a brigadier general select-
ee and former 377th Air Base Wing
commander. She currently is the
Oklahoma City Air Logistics Cen-
ter vice commander.

Other speakers include Col.
Merline Lovelace, retired Air Force

Col. Lynn Lucchetti, Stuart Stein
representing the Stein Law Firm
and Robin Chall of MetLife Finan-
cial Services.

Registration is available for $18
through Feb. 14 and is $20 on or af-
ter Feb. 15. Reservations with pay-
ments to VVNM/VVA-Tribute
XVIII should be sent to Tribute
XVII, P.O. Box 91775, Albuquerque,
NM 87199-1775.

For information, call Betty
Brooks at 821-1092.

VA grants benefits to more Vietnam vetsVA grants benefits to more Vietnam vetsVA grants benefits to more Vietnam vetsVA grants benefits to more Vietnam vetsVA grants benefits to more Vietnam vets
Based on a recently released re-

view of scientific studies, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs has extend-
ed benefits to Vietnam veterans with
chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL).

The ruling means that veterans
with CLL who served in Vietnam
during the Vietnam War don’t have
to prove that illness is related to
their military service to qualify for
VA disability compensation.

The decision to provide com-
pensation was based upon a recent
Institute of Medicine report re-
quested by the VA that found
among scientific studies “sufficient

evidence of an association” be-
tween exposure to herbicides dur-
ing the Vietnam War and CLL.

The VA will begin paying com-
pensation benefits once a final rule
takes effect. VA will publish further
details, when available, on its Web
site at www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/
benefits/herbicide/.

Veterans with questions may call
a toll-free help line at 800-749-8387.

VA also encourages Vietnam vet-
erans who have not done so to re-
quest a free subscription to Agent
Orange Review.  Newsletter sub-
scription information is available

from the help line number.
Back issues and additional in-
formation about Agent Or-
ange are available at another
VA Web site at www.va.gov/
agentorange/.
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Briefings
Babies topic of briefing

Bundles for Babies is Feb. 10,
8:30-11 a.m., at the Family Sup-
port Center. Learn about baby
care, financial issues and receive a
free baby gift pack.

Register at 846-0741.

Control that checkbook
Checkbook Maintenance

Workshop is Feb. 11, 1-2 p.m., at
the Family Support Center.

Register at 846-0741.

Labor assistance offered
New Mexico Department of

Labor Transition Assistance
Program is Feb. 11-13, 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m., at the Consolidated Support
Building 20245.

Write a resume
Resume Writing Workshop is

Feb. 12, 1:30-4 p.m., at the Family
Support Center.

Register at 846-0741.

Learn about disability
transition help

Disability Transition Assis-
tance Program Seminar is Feb. 13,
9-11:30 a.m., at the Family Sup-
port Center.

Register at 846-0741.

Veterans Affairs benefits,
entitlements briefed

Veterans Affairs benefits and
entitlements are briefed Feb. 13,
1- 4:30 p.m., at the Family
Support Center.

Register at 846-0741.

Home-buying
tips offered

Home Buyers Seminar
is Feb. 13, 1:30-3 p.m., at
the Family Support Center.

Register at 846-0741.

OF NOTE
Events
Chapel sponsors evening
for sweethearts

The Kirtland Chapel Commu-
nity holds its annual Valentines’
Day Banquet, Feb. 9.

The event will be held at the
Rio Grande Community Center
with social time beginning at 5:30
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $5 a person and
can be purchased at the chapel.
Menu choices are chicken cordon
bleu or steamboat round roast
beef. Music, dancing and remem-
brances of romance will highlight
the evening.

Call 846-5691.

Army bands present
hometown heroes
tribute

The 44th and 77th Army
Bands present “Tribute to Home-
town Heroes” with a special
performance with the Duke City
Chorus Feb. 15.

The show at 7 p.m. is at the
Kiva Auditorium in Albuquerque
Convention Center downtown.

Visit Information, Tickets and
Travel for free tickets.

Tickets limited to two a
person are given on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Call 846-2924.

Protestant Family Night
sponsors adult studies

The Chapel Protestant Com-

munity Family Night sponsors
new adult studies through it’s free
Family Night every Wednesday
in the chapel annex.

 “Experiencing God as Cou-
ples,” is a class on the genealogy
of Jesus. “The Song of Solomon”
is a class directed at singles.

The weekly fellowship time
features different theme nights.
Red, White and Blue Night is Feb.
12, Valentines Night is Feb. 19
and Mardi Gras Night is Feb. 26.

Family Night begins at 5:30
p.m., and classes for all ages, six
months through adult follow at 6:15
p.m.

Call 846-5691.

Inspection agency awards
banquet set for Feb. 21

The annual awards banquet
recognizing members of the Air
Force Inspection Agency is Feb.
21, 6 p.m., in the grand ballroom
of the Radisson Hotel. The ban-
quet theme is “Many jobs, One
Mission....Inspecting Today,
Improving Tomorrow.”

Social begins at 6 p.m. and
dinner is at 7 p.m.

Dress for military is semifor-
mal or mess dress and for civil-
ians is coat and tie or black tie.

Tickets are $20 a person. For
reservations by Feb. 12, contact
Maj. Dana Smith at 846-2450.

Tour local area
The Welcome to New Mexico

Tour is today, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,
starting from the Family Support
Center.

Visit Sandia Tram, Cotton-
wood Mall and Old Town.

Register at 846-
0741.

National Prayer
Breakfast slated

The National Prayer
Breakfast, a tradition since
the early 1940s, is Feb. 12,
7:30 p.m., in the Mountain
View Club.

Guest speaker is
Chap., Brig. Gen., Charles
Baldwin, the Air Force
deputy chief of chaplains,
a graduate of the U.S. Air
Force Academy and an
EC-121 pilot and later an
HH-53 rescue helicopter
pilot.

Tickets are $5 a person
from the chapel, 846-5691,
or first sergeants.

Chap., Brig. Gen., Charles
Baldwin, the Air Force
deputy chief of chaplains


